The Professors
“The Professors” was a weekly one-hour discussion program hosted by two professors at the University of New Haven. Dr. Joel Marks, professor of philosophy, and Dr. David Morris, professor of marketing and international business, interviewed prominent guests (or just dialogued with each other) about timely topics and timeless issues. The program broadcast on live radio every Friday from 11:00 a.m. to noon on WNHU-West Haven, 88.7 FM, from January 23, 2004 through July 1, 2005, with rebroadcasts of videotaped episodes on CTV (Citizens Television, Hamden, CT), Channel 28, since July 28, 2004.
Selected episodes
 

June 11, 2004: Professors Joel Marks and David Morris interview Professor Priya Natarajan, who is on the faculty in the Departments of Astronomy and Physics at Yale University. Her work focuses on cosmology and in particular on the formation of structure (galaxies, black holes and clusters) in the Universe. She has an abiding interest in the history and philosophy of science and spent 2 years at the MIT STS (Science, Technology and Society) program. She follows modern British Art and occasionally writes poetry. She has undergraduate degrees in Physics and Mathematics from MIT and obtained her PhD from Cambridge, England and was a fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge.

June 18, 2004: Professors Joel Marks and David Morris interview Dr. Thomas R. Holahan, a long-time New Haven resident and activist who is seeking the Green Party nomination for mayor of New Haven.

June 25, 2004: Professors Joel Marks and David Morris interview attorney Maureen Murphy, who will also be participating in the International Festival of Arts & Ideas Debate Day the following day. Maureen M. Murphy is with the firm of MURPHY, MURPHY & NUGENT, LLC, in New Haven. She earned her B.A. from St. Mary’s College, Notre Dame; M.S. Southern Connecticut State University - Special Education; J.D. Quinnipiac School of Law; and L.L.M. New York University Law School.  She currently practices in the areas of civil litigation, civil rights and family law.  Her civil rights practice consists of representing primarily plaintiffs in title VII and Title IX matters before state agencies and in state and federal court. Attorney Murphy has represented numerous LGBT plaintiffs in family and civil rights matters consistently pursuing the expansion of the definition of family both at the legislature and through the courts. Attorney Murphy is the founder of the Connecticut Lesbian and Gay Law Association and legal counsel to the Connecticut Coalition for Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual and Transgender Civil Rights.  She is a member of the Board of Directors of Connecticut Women’s Education and Legal Fund (CWEALF) and is the chair of the Law And Public Policy Committee, and the Vice President of Love Makes a Family.
July 2, 2004: Professors Joel Marks and David Morris interview David Knapp, who made national news when he was expelled from the Boy Scouts for being a homosexual.
July 30, 2004: Professors Joel Marks and David Morris interview Phil Rosenthal, a nationally renowned singer, songwriter, recording artist and record producer. His original compositions have been recorded by many leading bluegrass and country music performers, including Johnny Cash and Bill Monroe. In 1994, the Connecticut Commission on the Arts appointed him the official Connecticut State Troubadour. For many years the lead singer and guitarist in the popular bluegrass group The Seldom Scene, he is also highly respected for his instrumental skills on banjo and mandolin. Phil is a native of Guilford, CT, where he began his professional career in the 1970s in the New England-based bluegrass bands Apple Country and Old Dog. In 1977, he joined The Seldom Scene, traveling widely with the group throughout the U.S., Europe, and Japan, including appearances at the Grand Old Opry and the White House. Phil recorded seven albums with the band, receiving a Grammy nomination for his work on Scene 20. In 1986, Phil left the group in order to run American Melody, a recording company founded with wife Beth Sommers, devoted to producing bluegrass and folk music for children and families. The label's 22 releases thus far feature Phil and a variety of other noted performers, and have won many awards from the Parents' Choice Foundation, the American Library Association, and other organizations. Phil currently performs as a soloist, in a trio with Beth and their daughter Naomi Sommers, and in Phil Rosenthal & Bluegrass Union, featuring Phil, Beth, Stacy Phillips, Phil Zimmerman and Dave Kiphuth.
August 6, 2004: Look! Up in the sky! Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No ... it's pillars of light from the "uplighting" of the (proposed) new Q Bridge extinguishing the nighttime stars over New Haven Harbor! Professors Joel Marks and David Morris interview Bob Crelin, a Branford amateur astronomer and light pollution activist (and songwriter, musician, design/illustrator, and astrophotographer). In recognition of his astronomical accomplishments, Bob will next week be presented with amateur astronomy's premier honor at the renowned Stellafane Convention in Vermont, the WALTER SCOTT HOUSTON AWARD. The light pollution ordinance he helped pass in Branford has become the model for many towns across the nation. With the help of Leo Smith of Suffield and many fine legislators in Connecticut, Bob also successfully lobbied for the passage of two pioneering state-wide light pollution laws in 2001 & 2003. Over the years Bob has given his light pollution presentations to other municipalities, businesses, and astronomy groups. He has been an active member of the Astronomical Society of New Haven and the International Dark-Sky Association, promoting good lighting everywhere. Seeing a lack of full cutoff lighting available for the homeowner, Bob created a lighting fixture called 'The Glarebuster' and has distributed it though Ace Hardware Stores as well as many other lighting showrooms nationwide. He is an educator, co-founding "The Wandering Star Project", a mobile astronomy education program for schools, libraries and events.  He is also an author of articles on light pollution and lighting design, and recently wrote the children's book, There Once Was A Sky Full of Stars (Sky Publishing). 
August 13, 2004: What is it like to be a chaplain in a hospital? What is like to be a Buddhist chaplain overseeing all of the pastoral care in an American hospital? Professors David Morris and Joel Marks interview Chaplain Tom Kilts, the Director of Pastoral Care and Education at Griffin Hospital in Derby.
September 17, 2004: Professors David Morris and Joel Marks interview Robert Orr, owner of Robert Orr & Associates, a renowned architectural firm in New Haven. Our topic will be the New Urbanism, "a style that emphasizes diversity, pedestrian-friendly tree-lined streets, visually pleasing structures, and the ability to walk from home to work, to shops and other destinations" (New Haven Register, August 22).
September 24, 2004: Professors David Morris and Joel Marks interview Sid Garvais, the legendary 79-year-old founder and current state chair of Common Cause Connecticut, and Andy Sauer, executive director of CC/CT. A discussion of Gov. Rell's new ethics initiatives and the latest hijinks at the State Ethics Commission.

October 1, 2004: Professors David Morris and Joel Marks interview UNH President Emeritus Lawrence J. DeNardis, just back from Ukraine, where he spent a week monitoring pre-election activities leading up to their Oct. 31 presidential election. The current president of Ukraine, Leonid Kuchma, has been accused of having one of his journalistic critics beheaded and most recently of attempting to assassinate his chief political competitor for the office, first by running him off a highway and then by poisoning.
October 8, 2004: Professors David Morris and Joel Marks interview Tinatin Khidasheli, who is from the country of Georgia, where she is president of the Georgian Young Lawyers' Association. This year she is visiting Yale as a World Fellow. Ms. Khidasheli's expertise is in human rights, international law, constitutional law, and democratic reform. As one of the most public faces of the recent "revolution of roses" in her country (which deposed former Georgian president Eduard Shevardnadze, who, you will recall, had been Soviet foreign affairs minister under Gorbachev), Khidasheli defended detained political activists in the Georgian courts and spoke forcefully in press interviews about the need for democratic reforms. Georgia is in a precarious geographico-political position, with Russia claiming that Chechen rebels are hiding out in the Pankisi valley on their mutual border and Russian president Putin supporting two breakaway regions of the country as he tries to prevent Georgia's moving into the "Western" sphere of influence, complete with an American-sponsored oil pipeline running through the country and American troops on the ground advising the Georgian military.
October 15, 2004: Professors David Morris and Joel Marks interview Seth Green, local coordinator of this coming Saturday's (October 16) MacNeil/Lehrer Productions' Citizens' Forum: "By the People: America in the World." The event, involving 2000 persons chosen at random in 17 American cities, including New Haven, will provide an opportunity for citizens to deliberate about two issues: national security and American jobs in the global economy. A poll of their opinions upon completing the day of deliberation will then be taken and the results reported on PBS.
October 29, 2004: Is Nader going to throw the election to Bush? Professors David Morris and Joel Marks interview Ralph Ferrucci, the Connecticut director of Nader's bid for the presidency and himself the Green Party candidate for Congress in the 3rd district (opposing Rosa DeLauro and H. Richter Elser).
November 5, 2004: Only some animals got to vote in the election ... namely, one particular species of mammal. Who speaks for the nonhuman animals? Professors David Morris and Joel Marks interview Wayne Pacelle, CEO of the Humane Society of the United States, headquartered in Washington, D.C. He is visiting New Haven to make a major address at Yale School of Law on Saturday (November 6) about animal-rights law. We are honored to have him pay a call to the WNHU studio the day before. 
November 12, 2004: Professors David Morris and Joel Marks interview Anver Emon, a researcher at Yale Law School on Islamic law. He writes: My main interest is in the natural law tradition, specifically focusing on the relationship between reason and revelation in creating obligations.  I look to how premodern Muslims (9th-14th centuries) constructed a system of natural law that invested creation with the imprint of the divine.  In many ways, the scheme parallels what we find in the medieval West. In my work I also consider how discussions about criminal punishments involved the tension that we find today in modern liberal and communitarian discourses on rights. My work at Yale involves the treatment of non-Muslims in Muslim settings, including various myths that plague the current understanding of the legal system. I want to historicize the concept of tolerance, while also suggesting that we need novel research in this area to motivate change within the Islamic tradition in light of modern developments such as the nation state, the concept of citizenship, and the centrality of the law in governing society.

January 28, 2005: Professors David Morris and Joel Marks interview Oprah’s favorite nutritionist, David L. Katz, M.D., M.P.H., Associate Clinical Professor, Administration, Yale School of Public Health. Dr. David Katz is an Internist and Preventive Medicine specialist, and a nationally recognized nutrition expert, with particular research interest in the prevention of chronic disease, especially cardiovascular disease, obesity, diabetes, and cancer. He is the Director of Medical Studies in Public Health at Yale since 1997. Katz co-founded and directs the CDC-funded Yale Prevention Research Center (PRC) where he oversees diverse studies in disease prevention and health promotion. The PRC houses a vascular research laboratory, where numerous studies of pharmacologic and nutrient effects on endothelial function have been and are being conducted. Katz also founded and directs the Integrative Medicine Center (IMC; Derby, CT), a facility that blends allopathic and naturopathic care. Jointly, the IMC and PRC support trials in the area of complementary and alternative medicine. Katz has authored and co-authored 6 books. His latest work, The Way to Eat (Sourcebooks, Inc.: December 2002) addresses the skills and strategies needed to overcome obstacles to healthful eating and weight control. He also writes monthly nutritional columns for eDiets.com and "O" the Oprah Magazine.
April 22, 2005: Professors David Morris and Joel Marks interview Raymond E. Grossi, Jr., a UNH alumnus and publisher of the Connecticut Food Showcase, a magazine devoted to marketing local food products and food specialty stores.
May 20, 2005: Professors David Morris and Joel Marks interview Diane Polan, a New Haven attorney who has been active in civil rights, criminal defense, and family law issues for thirty years. A graduate of Yale College in the first co-ed class, Ms. Polan went on to co-found New Haven's first all-female law firm. In 1975 she co-authored the Pro Se Dissolution Kit to help people get their own divorces in Connecticut. In 1985, she represented one of the Puerto Rican independence activists (Macheteros) in a federal criminal trial in Connecticut, as well as a member of the Weather Underground charged with harboring a fugitive. Last week she was involved "24/7 for six days" in the effort to stop the execution of Michael Ross, representing one of his sisters, who tried (unsuccessfully) to intervene in the case to challenge his decision to give up his appeals and "volunteer" for execution, because she believed that his decision was the product of his mental illness.
